UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Dear Principal or Administrator:

Thank you for allowing your school to participate in the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP). These assessments are vital to measuring the academic skills and progress of the
students in our nation and in each state. '

As you know, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires that all students with
disabilities participate in state and district wide assessment programs through regular assessments, including
with appropriate accommodations when necessary, or alternate assessments. The Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA) likewise requires the participation of students with disabilities in the student academic
assessments required under that Act, and also requires that English learners, as well as other groups of
students, participate in those state assessments. The law allows for reasonable accommodations on assessments
administered to English learners. Although federal law does not explicitly specify similar requirements
regarding the participation of students with disabilities and English learners in NAEP, the NAEP program has
been working very hard to make its sample of students taking the assessments as representative as possible of
all students. We are asking you to ensure that the greatest possible number of students with disabilities and
English learners in your school, who are selected to participate, do in fact take the assessments.

Please keep in mind that NAEP does not produce results for individual students or schools, as
your state or district tests might. All results are summarized only at the national and state levels (and for a
few large urban districts). In other words, the NAEP assessments do not impose consequences for the
student or the school, and are instead intended purely to provide a picture of educational performance and
progress.

We want to include as many students as possible in the picture NAEP provides for us. For this
reason, we ask you to do all you can to help ensure the participation of students who are selected for
NAEP whenever possible, including students with disabilities and English learners. Students taking the
NAERP are able to use most of the testing accommodations they usually receive in other tests (e.g.,
extended time, small group testing). Most students with disabilities and English learners are indeed able
to participate in NAEP with their fellow students.

NAERP is one of the most visible and important indicators of educational performance in this
country, and we very much appreciate your support in making NAEP as inclusive as possible.
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Our mission is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation.




